
Gulf CoastGulf Coast
Bird ObservatoryBird Observatory

Linking Birds and Linking Birds and 
PeoplePeople






 

Gulf Coast

Bird Observatory



Linking Birds and People















The GCBO Mission

		   Our mission is the study and conservation of birds and their habitats in and around the Gulf of Mexico.



		   Our purpose is to be a catalyst for bird conservation through individual and community partnerships and the sharing of expertise and knowledge.
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The Gulf of Mexico’s 

Hemispheric Importance to Birds
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Radar shows critical importance of stopover habitat
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Coastal Stopover Habitat













Human Impacts:  Habitat Alterations

Coastal erosion

Urbanization and industrialization

Large-scale tourism development

Exotic species introductions
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Three GCBO Programs

Land Protection

Education and Outreach

Scientific Research
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Gulf Crossings Site Partners 

55 sites > 7.3 million acres













Shared among all Site Partners is a diversity of migratory birds

Nearctic-Neotropical Migrants
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Site Partner Network

What is a Site Partner?

		Public or private landowners with:

		an interest in bird conservation

		Gulf-region property of good habitat or good restoration potential

		property of importance to migratory land birds





What are the benefits for site partners?

		Being part of a large-scale conservation network

		Sharing information among partners

		Publicity & Fundraising opportunities

		Help with on the ground projects & training
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Network Activities - US



QUINTANA

   Woodlot purchases & restorations

  PORT ARANSAS

Land acquisition & enhancements

COLUMBIA BOTTOMLANDS    Forest Acquisitions

PRAIRIE RESTORATION   and avian monitoring



Some recent accomplishments at US partner sites include:

		The acquisition of stopover habitat at two small but important sites at Quintana Island and Mustang Island, Texas. Both sites were small privately owned woodlots in key migration zones and both were known (by birders) to be of important stopover habitat Each were threatened by increasing local development. So these acquisitions provided a unique opportunity to build new relationships between city officials interested in ecotourism and birders interested in new access to once private property. Winning birding teams in the TX Parks & Wildlife Birding Classic event provide the initial funding for these acquisitions and the Observatory provided technical assistance to the city for enhancements and habitat management.



		Providing funding to restore 425 acres of coastal prairie at Texas City Preserve, home to the last wild lek of the Attwater’s Greater Prairie Chicken 



		The most recent Gulf Crossings land protection project was the partnered acquisition of a new site called Bird Pond in the riparian forests of the Columbia Bottomlands south of Houston TX. This newest addition to the FWS Mid-Coast Refuge complex is also the result of partnering birders with state and federal conservation partners.













Network Activities - MX

Funding for Barbara MacKinnon, Yucatan Coordinator 

10 training workshops in Mexican coastal communities 

Visitor center & observation tower construction at Sian Ka’an Biosphere Reserve 



Sister Site Partners: Amigos de Sian Ka’an and Houston Audubon Society



Recent accomplishments at MX partner sites included:





	Funding to support the salary of Barbara MacKinnon who serves as the Yucatan coordinator for Gulf Crossings





	Funding for 10 bird identification and guide training workshops targeting local fisherman in several coastal communities





	Development of a sister-site project, where we link the resources and expertise of a US site Partner with a Mexico Site Partner. The first Sister-Site linkage between Amigos and Houston Audubon Society has been a great success, resulting in the construction of a modest Visitors Center and Observation Tower at  Sian Ka’an Biosphere Reserve. 















Sister-Site Partnership Program

Amigos de Sian Ka’an

Niños y Crias

Pronatura Peninsula de Yucatan

Instituto de Ecologia

Pronatura Veracruz

Audubon Outdoor Club

Houston Audubon Society

Friends of Anahuac Refuge

Orleans Audubon Society

Dauphin Island Bird Sanctuaries

A New Way to Link Birds & People













	Land Protection Program Goal: 

			Demonstrable Conservation

The GCBO and our sponsors have been directly involved in facilitating:

 14 land acquisitions

 8 land management plans

 5 ecotourism planning efforts

 6 habitat restorations

 7 construction efforts for visitor access 

16 avian inventories, bird checklists, and annual on-site monitoring

  7 annual teachers workshops 
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Birding with a purpose!





Great Texas Birding Classic













GCBO’s  Sponsors

		ConocoPhillips-Lead Sponsor for 10 Years

		Dow Chemical Company

		Houston Endowment

		National Fish and Wildlife Foundation

		US Fish and Wildlife Service NMBCA

		The Meadows Foundation

		 Reliant Energy

		ChevronTexaco

		Texas Parks and Wildlife Department

		George and Mary Josephine Hamman Foundation

		Our Generous Membership
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Contact Information

Cecilia M. Riley

Executive Director

Gulf Coast Bird Observatory

103 West HWY 332

Lake Jackson, TX 77566

criley@gcbo.org

(979) 480-0999 Phone

(979) 480-0777 Fax



Committed to Conserving Coastal Habitat for Birds through Science and International Partnerships, www.gcbo.org
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Exotic species introductions
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Gulf Crossings Site Partners 

55 sites > 7.3 million acres
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Site Partner NetworkSite Partner Network
What is a Site Partner?

Public or private landowners with:
an interest in bird conservation
Gulf-region property of good habitat or good 
restoration potential
property of importance to migratory land birds

What are the benefits for site partners?
Being part of a large-scale conservation network
Sharing information among partners
Publicity & Fundraising opportunities
Help with on the ground projects & training
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Network Activities Network Activities -- USUS

QUINTANA

Woodlot purchases & restorations

PORT ARANSAS

Land acquisition & enhancements

COLUMBIA BOTTOMLANDS    
Forest Acquisitions

PRAIRIE RESTORATION
and avian monitoring
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The GCBO and our sponsors have been directly 
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8 land management plans8 land management plans
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Birding with a purpose!Birding with a purpose!

Great Texas Birding ClassicGreat Texas Birding Classic



GCBO’s  SponsorsGCBO’s  Sponsors

ConocoPhillips-Lead Sponsor for 10 Years
Dow Chemical Company
Houston Endowment
National Fish and Wildlife Foundation
US Fish and Wildlife Service NMBCA
The Meadows Foundation
Reliant Energy
ChevronTexaco
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department
George and Mary Josephine Hamman Foundation
Our Generous Membership

Special Thanks to Michael L. Gray for Photography



Contact InformationContact Information

Cecilia M. RileyCecilia M. Riley
Executive DirectorExecutive Director
Gulf Coast Bird ObservatoryGulf Coast Bird Observatory
103 West HWY 332103 West HWY 332
Lake Jackson, TX 77566Lake Jackson, TX 77566
crileycriley@@gcbogcbo.org.org
(979) 480(979) 480--0999 Phone0999 Phone
(979) 480(979) 480--0777 Fax0777 Fax

Committed to Conserving Coastal Habitat for Birds through Committed to Conserving Coastal Habitat for Birds through 
Science and International Partnerships, Science and International Partnerships, www.www.gcbogcbo.org.org

www.gcbo.org

	The GCBO Mission
	The Gulf of Mexico’s Hemispheric Importance to Birds
	Coastal Stopover Habitat
	Human Impacts:  Habitat Alterations
	Three GCBO Programs
	Shared among all Site Partners is a diversity of migratory birds
	Site Partner Network
	Network Activities - US
	Network Activities - MX
	Sister-Site Partnership Program
	Land Protection Program Goal: Demonstrable ConservationThe GCBO and our sponsors have been directly involved in facilita
	Birding with a purpose!
	GCBO’s  Sponsors
	Contact Information



